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Ballot Issue Guidelines

¢ The Constitution of the State off Montana
guarantees the people the right to enact
laws by, Initiative on all matters except
appropriatiens off moeney. and lecal or
special Iaws.

¢ l[he Constitution alse guarantees the
PEGPIE the Hghl 16 2PPIOVE! OF FEJECH: DY/
referendums any: act of the' lLegisiature
EXCEPL an apprePHANGR Gl CREY.
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

¢ his publication provides a
step-by-step description of
the precess to enact laws
Py INIbatve er te sukmit an
act off the Legisiature e a
Vote off the peoeple:
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

¢ Anyone who wants to start a ballot iIssue
must first draft and submit the text (the
actual statutery or constitutional changes)
of the ballet Issue to the Secretary of

State.

¢ ARy draiit vallet statemenits, WHICH are the
Statemenit Gl pUrPese and the Eer anad
SAgalpsts statements) ter appear on the
pallels are sumittedWith the prepesed

ballot Issue.
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

& The Secretary ofi State sends the ballot
ISsue to the Legislative Services Division
fOr review.

¢ Legislative Services responds te the
SpPERASEr Within: 148 days withrany,

FEcCOmMERCEd CRanGES:
N
D<]
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

¢ The individual preposing the ballot Issue
must then respond! In writing to Legisiative
SEenrVICes elther accepting, rejecting), or
moedifying any: suggested revisions.

Q

TR
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

¢ Next, the individual propesing the ballot
ISsue sends the final text and any: drafit
pallot statements to the Secretary. of
State.

¢ l[he Secretary off State then iornwvards; a
CopPY. of the propesed bhallot Issue to) the
Atterney: General's Office.
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

¢ The Attorney General completes a legal
review and may. prepare ballot statemenis
that comply: with applicable reguirements.

o Within S0 days: of Feceiving the propesed
pallet ISsue, the Atterney: Generall must:
ferward the'legal review: of the hallet ISsue

o) the Secretan/ off State:
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

¢ The Atterney General will notify the
Secretary of State and the ndividual
proposing the ballot Issue of either the
appreval or rejection of the propoesed
pallet Issue language.

¢ I noetification| IS; received! from the
Atterney General that the vallet ISsue IS
appreved, the Secretany, ol State will
ferwardia sample petiten that s clirculatecd
(O SIgRatlre gathernng:
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

¢ IThe earliest date to submit signed
constitutional and statutory ballot
ISSuUe petitions to county election
administrators for 2010 Is' Octoher

16, 2009. The latest date fior
Submissien of signatures Is, June: 138,

June 18,
2010
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

¢ o gualify a statutory initiative or
referendum for the ballet, signatures must
pe ebtained from:

— 5 percent of the tetal numiber of
gualified veters In the state

— 5 percent off the voters In each of 34
legisiative heuse: diStrctS

— (@ tetall e 245587 signatlires er the
2001.0) o)z1]|e) i)
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

¢ o gualify a constitutional amendment for
the balloet, signatures must be obtained
from:

— 10 percent of the totall number of
gualified veters In the state

— 101 percent of the veters In each off 40
legisiative heuse: diStrctS

— (@ tetall et 48, 6 4- sigRatukes e the
200.0) o)z1]|e) i)
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

¢ A person gathering signatures for am
Initiative,, referendum, or to call a
constitutional cenvention must: be a
resident: off the state off Montana, and may.
not e paid anything of Value hased on
the number ol signatures gathered.

¢ Vientana residency, requirements previded
In MICA 1-1-215
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

¢ Only registered voters may sign ballot
ISsue petitions, and they must sign their
name substantially the same way: as they.
did en thelr voter registration card.

o Noeone may knewingly: sign; a. petitien| o
the same ballet measure mere than enee
O SIG 2RGLREI PErSER ST namIe e 2
PEUHIEN. ARYGRE WG GOES SE) miay/. 19e
fINEd OF sentenced te jaul time:
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

¢ You may post petitions on the Internet for
viewing.

¢ [he posting must Include a statement that
the petition fermat may, net be modified.
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

& Each sheet or section of up to 25 sheets of
a petition must Include an affidavit frem
the signature gatherer Who must e

pPresent: at the time each elector signs; the
pPetition:
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

& As signatures are gathered, each petition
must be submitted for verfication off the
Signatures; to the: electien administrator In
the county IR which the signatures were

gathered.

¢ The election administrator forwards the
pPetitions Withrverihied signatuires te) the

SECcletahy, ol State:
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

¢ Reguired Reports

— A persen Who em

ploys paild signature

gatherers shall file with the

Commissiener of
Certain repoerts

Political Practices

— e CommISSIoner s contact Infermatieon
o Q- D) A7) o) ¢ el UinISWOFERIE)AAIE. IO\
o \Wegsias pitigs//gollticzllgreicilcss alt. c[0)Y
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

¢ The Secretary of State's Office tallies the verified
signatures from each county and determines If
they are sufficient to qualify the Issue for
placement on the ballot.

¢ Effective date of initiative and referendum issues:
Octeber 1 fellewingl appreval, URless the petition
states otherwise

¢ Effective date of constitutional amendment:

July 4 ieliewingrappreval; URIeSSs the amencimeni
PROVICES) GLRIERNVISE
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

*START

Sponsor
drafts

If enough verified
signatures are
collected, ballot

. and
issue :
appears on submits
SOS tallies General propose
Verified Election text SOS sends
Signatures to Ballot to SOS proposed text

determine if
the issue qualifies
for the ballot

Signed petitions submitted
to county election
office for verification

Petitions
can be
circulated

Once AG
approves
SOS provides
sample petition
to sponsor
for circulation
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to Legislative
Services
for review

Within
14 days
Legislative
Services
responds

Sponsor to sponsor
responds to

Legislative
Services and
sends final text
to SOS who
forwards to AG




Ballot Issue Guidelines

¢ Numbers to Remember

— To qualify an nitiative or referendum
& 24,337 signatures for 2041.0 bhallot

&5 percent of totall veters in the state
— Including 5% off voters In 34" legislative districts

— e gualihy: 2’ constitutienal amendmeni
& 48,674 signatures fer 2010 halloi

¢ 10% of total voters In the state
— Incivbding 10%:) G Veters I 40 HeUSe! AISHREES
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

¢ As Secretary of State, | take the
constitutienal right of the people to
petition te enact laws by Initative,
referendum or to propese constitutional

amendments by Initiative Very: sereusly/.

¢ Werall lsenelit firem) erganized, Well
IRGrMEd EFOKLS oK the PEUEN! PRECESS.
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

¢ | hope this Instruction, along with my:
publication “Ballot [ssue Guidelines™ Willl help

yOU| to better understand the nitiative,
referendum and constitutional amendment
[POCESS.

¢ Please don‘t hesitate to) calll or step by, the
efficeriFyoeu haveradditionaliguestions:
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Ballot Issue Guidelines

¢ For more information or guestions

CORNtact:

¢ [ he Secretary ofi State’s website
— VWM. SES. it GOV

& Secretary. off State, Elections and
Goevernment Services Department
406-444-5346
zUpnlll[Ef@ st e[/

Thank You!
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