
 

 
 
 
 
 BOARD APPOINTEES AND VACANCIES 
 
 
Section 2-15-108, MCA, passed by the 1991 Legislature, directed that all appointing 
authorities of all appointive boards, commissions, committees, and councils of state 
government take positive action to attain gender balance and proportional 
representation of minority residents to the greatest extent possible. 
 
One directive of 2-15-108, MCA, is that the Secretary of State publish monthly in the 
Montana Administrative Register a list of appointees and upcoming or current 
vacancies on those boards and councils. 
 
In this issue, appointments effective in February 2016 appear.  Vacancies scheduled 
to appear from April 1, 2016 through June 30, 2016, are listed, as are current 
vacancies due to resignations or other reasons.  Individuals interested in serving on a 
board should refer to the bill that created the board for details about the number of 
members to be appointed and necessary qualifications. 
 
Each month, the previous month's appointees are printed, and current and upcoming 
vacancies for the next three months are published. 
 
 
 
 
 IMPORTANT 
 

Membership on boards and commissions changes constantly.  The 
following lists are current as of March 1, 2016. 

 
For the most up-to-date information of the status of membership, or for 
more detailed information on the qualifications and requirements to 
serve on a board, contact the appointing authority. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BOARD AND COUNCIL APPOINTEES FROM FEBRUARY 2016 
 

Appointee Appointed by Succeeds Appointment/End Date 
 
Board of Athletic Trainers (Labor and Industry) 
Dr. John David Michelotti Governor reappointed 2/12/2016 
Helena   1/1/2019 
Qualifications (if required):  Physician licensed under Title 31, Chapter 3 
 
Board of Behavioral Health (Labor and Industry) 
Mr. Durand Bear Medicine Governor not listed 2/12/2016 
Browning   1/1/2019 
Qualifications (if required):  Licensed Addiction Counselor 
 
Ms. Mona Summer Governor not listed 2/12/2016 
Billings   1/1/2019 
Qualifications (if required):  Licensed Addiction Counselor 
 
District Court Judge District 16 Department 2 (Justice) 
Mr. Nickolas C. Murnion Governor Huss 2/23/2016 
Glasgow   1/1/2017 
Qualifications (if required):  none specified 
 
Lieutenant Governor (Governor) 
Lieutenant Mike Cooney Governor McLean 2/12/2016 
Helena   1/1/2017 
Qualifications (if required):  None Specified 
 
Private Land Public Wildlife Advisory Council (Fish, Wildlife and Parks) 
Mr. Lee Cornwell Governor Bain 2/12/2016 
Glasgow   7/31/2017 
Qualifications (if required):  Landowner 



BOARD AND COUNCIL APPOINTEES FROM FEBRUARY 2016 
 

Appointee Appointed by Succeeds Appointment/End Date 
 
Private Land Public Wildlife Advisory Council (Fish, Wildlife and Parks) cont. 
Mr. John Swanz Governor Chappell 2/12/2016 
Judith Gap   7/31/2017 
Qualifications (if required):  Landowner 
 
Protect Montana Kids Commission (Governor) 
Rep. Chuck Hunter Governor not listed 2/12/2016 
Helena   7/1/2017 
Qualifications (if required):  Legislator 
 
Public Defender Commission (Administration) 
Mr. Mark Parker Governor Olson 2/19/2016 
Billings   7/1/2017 
Qualifications (if required):  Attorney submitted by the Supreme Court 
 
State Historical Preservation Review Board (Education) 
Ms. Patti Casne Governor Wilde 2/12/2016 
Helena   10/1/2019 
Qualifications (if required):  Member of the public 
 
Ms. Debra Hronek Governor reappointed 2/12/2016 
Red Lodge   10/1/2019 
Qualifications (if required):  Member of the public 
 
Mr. Timothy Urbaniak Governor reappointed 2/12/2016 
Billings   10/1/2019 
Qualifications (if required):  Member of the public 
 



BOARD AND COUNCIL APPOINTEES FROM FEBRUARY 2016 
 

Appointee Appointed by Succeeds Appointment/End Date 
 
State-Tribal Economic Development Commission (Commerce) 
Councilwoman Shelly Fyant Governor Pitts 2/19/2016 
Pablo   6/30/2017 
Qualifications (if required):  Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribe 
 
Mr. Oliver Norbert Hill Governor Whiteman 2/19/2016 
Crow Agency   7/1/2018 
Qualifications (if required):  Crow Tribe Alternate 
 
Mr. Shawn Real Bird Governor Whiteman 2/19/2016 
Garryowen   7/1/2018 
Qualifications (if required):  Crow Tribe Representative 
 
Chairman Len Twoteeth Governor Gray 2/19/2016 
Pablo   6/30/2017 
Qualifications (if required):  Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribe alternate 
 
Ms. Jody Walker Governor Pitts 2/19/2016 
Deer Lodge   6/30/2017 
Qualifications (if required):  Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribe 
 
 



VACANCIES ON BOARDS AND COUNCILS -- APRIL 1, 2016 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2016 
 

Board/current position holder Appointed by Term end 
 
Associate Water Judge  (Judicial Branch) 
Mr. Sean Becker, Bozeman Chief Justice 6/30/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  none specified 
 
Board of Massage Therapists  (Labor and Industry) 
Mr. Stacy Baird, East Helena Governor 5/6/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  massage therapist 
 
Board of Nursing Home Administrators  (Labor and Industry) 
Mr. Jim Corson, Billings Governor 5/28/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  55 years of age or older 
 
Mr. Ken Chase, Billings Governor 5/28/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  public representative 55 years of age or older 
 
Board of Optometry  (Labor and Industry) 
Mr. Randall Hoch, Lewistown Governor 4/3/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  registered optometrist 
 
Board of Plumbers  (Labor and Industry) 
Mr. Jeffrey Gruizenga, Billings Governor 5/4/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  professional engineer (mechanical) 
 
Board of Realty Regulation  (Labor and Industry) 
Mr. Pat Goodover, Great Falls Governor 5/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  real estate salesperson & a Republican 
 
 



VACANCIES ON BOARDS AND COUNCILS -- APRIL 1, 2016 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2016 
 

Board/current position holder Appointed by Term end 
 
Board of Regents  (Governor) 
Mr. Asa Hohman, Missoula Governor 6/30/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Student Regent 
 
Clinical Laboratory Science Practitioners  (Labor and Industry) 
Mr. Troy Krieger, Billings Governor 4/16/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  clinical laboratory science practitioner 
 
Commission on Practice of the Supreme Court  (Supreme Court) 
Ms. Jean Faure, Great Falls elected 6/19/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  none specified 
 
District Court Council  (Justice) 
Judge Robert L. “Dusty” Deschamps III, Missoula Justice 6/30/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  District Court Judge Position 1 
 
Family Support Services Advisory Council  (Public Health and Human Services) 
Ms. Sylvia Danforth, Miles City Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Provider, Part C 
 
Mr. David Munson, Helena Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Provider, Part C 
 
Ms. Peggy Grimes, Missoula Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Experience with Homelessness Advocacy 
 
Ms. Novelene Martin, Miles City Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Parent Representative 



VACANCIES ON BOARDS AND COUNCILS -- APRIL 1, 2016 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2016 
 

Board/current position holder Appointed by Term end 
 
Family Support Services Advisory Council  (Public Health and Human Services) cont. 
Mr. Ronald Herman, Helena Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  State Agency Representative, Commissioner of Securities and Insurance 
 
Ms. Wendy Sturn,  Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  State Agency Representative, Public Health and Human Services 
 
Ms. Danni McCarthy, Helena Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Office of Public Instruction Representative 
 
Rep. Jean Price, Great Falls Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  State Legislator 
 
Ms. Lucy Hart-Paulson, Missoula Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Speech Language Therapists Association 
 
Ms. Laura Copp, Bozeman Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Representative of the Montana School for the Deaf and Blind 
 
Ms. Norma Zelzer, Great Falls Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Family Support Specialist 
 
Ms. Laura McGee, Billings Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Parent Representative 
 
Ms. Zoe Barnard, Helena Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Agency Representative 
 



VACANCIES ON BOARDS AND COUNCILS -- APRIL 1, 2016 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2016 
 

Board/current position holder Appointed by Term end 
 
Family Support Services Advisory Council  (Public Health and Human Services) cont. 
Ms. Jennifer Banna, Missoula Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Parent Representative 
 
Dr. Corey Fish, Bozeman Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Health Care Representative 
 
Ms. Ryane Holzwarth, Laurel Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Quality Improvement Specialist 
 
Ms. Jody Jones, Ronan Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Head Start Representative 
 
Ms. Debra Kercher, Great Falls Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Parent Representative 
 
Dr. Christine Lux, Bozeman Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Personnel Preparation Representative 
 
Mr. Tim Plaska, Helena Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Agency Representative 
 
Ms. Caitlin Jensen, Helena Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Agency Representative 
 
Ms. Heather Racicot, Helena Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Agency Representative 
 



VACANCIES ON BOARDS AND COUNCILS -- APRIL 1, 2016 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2016 
 

Board/current position holder Appointed by Term end 
 
Family Support Services Advisory Council  (Public Health and Human Services) cont. 
Ms. Angela R. Thompson, Billings Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Provider of Part C Services 
 
Ms. Kandis Franklin, Helena Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Agency Representative 
 
Ms. Rebecca Bogden-Richards, Great Falls Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Parent Representative 
 
Ms. Catherine Murphy, Helena Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Agency Representative 
 
Ms. Latosha Vavak, Columbus Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Parent Representative 
 
Ms. Patty Butler, Lewistown Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Department of Public Health and Human Services Representative 
 
Ms. Lori Gaustad, Billings Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Public Awareness and Education Organization Representative 
 
Ms. Marilyn Davis, Bozeman Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Parent Representative for Region 4 
 
Ms. Chelsie Guilford, Billings Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Part C Provider 
 



VACANCIES ON BOARDS AND COUNCILS -- APRIL 1, 2016 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2016 
 

Board/current position holder Appointed by Term end 
 
Family Support Services Advisory Council  (Public Health and Human Services) cont. 
Ms. Meaghan Kolar, Helena Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Department of Public Health and Human Services Representative 
 
Ms. Laura Simonsen, Billings Governor 4/9/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Parent Representative At-Large 
 
Hail Insurance Board  (Agriculture) 
Mr. Jim Schillinger, Baker Governor 4/18/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Public Representative 
 
Insure Montana Board  (State Auditor) 
Mr. John Jaksha, Butte Auditor 6/30/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Commissioner of Securities and Insurance Representative 
 
Montana Heritage Preservation and Development Commission  (Commerce) 
Ms. Marilyn Ross, Twin Bridges Governor 5/23/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Historic Preservation 
 
Mr. Philip Maechling, Florence Governor 5/23/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Community Planning 
 
Mr. Jason Davis, Helena Governor 5/23/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Business 
 
Ms. Shera Konen, Ennis Governor 5/23/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  At-Large Representative 
 



VACANCIES ON BOARDS AND COUNCILS -- APRIL 1, 2016 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2016 
 

Board/current position holder Appointed by Term end 
 
Montana Suicide Review Team  (Public Health and Human Services) 
Mr. Karl Rosston, Helena Governor 6/30/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Montana's Suicide Prevention Officer 
 
Sheriff Brian Gootkin, Bozeman Governor 6/30/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Law Enforcement Representative 
 
Ms. Stephanie Iron Shooter, Billings Governor 6/30/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Advocacy Organization 
 
Ms. Carol Josephson, Elliston Governor 6/30/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Licensed Clinical Social Worker 
 
Dr. Leonard Lantz, Helena Governor 6/30/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Psychiatrist 
 
Mr. Bowman Smelko, Helena Governor 6/30/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Psychologist 
 
Ms. Vicki Waddington, Sidney Governor 6/30/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Clergy 
 
Potato Commodity Advisory Council  (Agriculture) 
Mr. Brad Haidle, Fallon Director 5/20/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Potato Producer 
 
Mr. Pat Fleming, Pablo Director 5/20/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Potato Producer 



VACANCIES ON BOARDS AND COUNCILS -- APRIL 1, 2016 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2016 
 

Board/current position holder Appointed by Term end 
 
Public Employees Retirement Board  (Administration) 
Mr. Timm Twardoski, Helena Governor 4/1/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  public representative 
 
Small Business Compliance Assistance Advisory Council  (Environmental Quality) 
Ms. Michelle Bryan Mudd, Missoula Governor 5/1/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Public Representative 
 
Ms. Diana Vanek, Bozeman Governor 5/1/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Public Representative 
 
State Library Commission  (Education) 
Ms. Fredricka Hunter, Missoula Governor 5/22/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Public Representative 
 
Mr. Bruce Newell, Helena Governor 5/22/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Public Representative 
 
State Tribal Economic Development Commission  (Commerce) 
Rep. Bill Whitehead, Wolf Point Governor 6/30/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes Alternate 
 
Mr. Rodney Miller, Wolf Point Governor 6/30/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Fort Peck Tribe Representative 
 
Mr. Roger "Sassy" Running Crane, Browning Governor 6/30/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Blackfeet Tribe's member 
 



VACANCIES ON BOARDS AND COUNCILS -- APRIL 1, 2016 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2016 
 

Board/current position holder Appointed by Term end 
 
State Tribal Economic Development Commission  (Commerce) cont. 
Ms. Cheryl Reevis, Browning Governor 6/30/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Blackfeet Tribe's alternate member 
 
Dr. Kenneth Ryan, Poplar Governor 6/30/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Fort Peck Tribe alternate 
 
Mr. Garrett Big Leggins, Poplar Governor 6/30/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes Representative 
 
Mr. Harry Barnes, Browning Governor 6/30/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Blackfeet Nation Representative 
 
Mr. William Old Chief, Browning Governor 6/30/2016 
Qualifications (if required):  Blackfeet Nation Alternate Representative 
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