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A Message from the Montana Secretary of State

The Constitution of the State of Montana guarantees the people the right to enact laws by initiative
on all matters except appropriations of money and local or special laws. The Constitution also
guarantees the people the right to approve or reject by referendum any act of the Legislature except
an appropriation of money.
This publication provides a description of the process to enact laws by initiative or to submit an act
of the Legislature to a vote of the people.
Please visit our website at sos.mt.gov for more information about ballot issues, elections, and voting.
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BEFORE YOU BEGIN

Please Note: The most up-to-date information on ballot issue process is on the

Secretary of State’s website at sos.mt.gov/Elections. It is the responsibility of the
ballot issue sponsor to ensure that all applicable laws are followed, including laws
governing signature gathering activities and any deadline requirements. In addition
to the information in these Guidelines, each ballot issue sponsor should periodically
research the SOS website, as well as review Title 13, Chapter 27 MCA and Article III,
Article IV and Article XIV of the Montana Constitution in their entirety.

If necessary, please consult with a private attorney for questions about the
information provided in these Guidelines. The information presented here is meant
to assist interested users with a process that can be complicated and may require
legal assistance.
WHAT TYPES OF BALLOT ISSUES ARE THERE?
Initiative. An initiative is a proposal by petition to enact a new law or revise a current law
by a vote of the people on any matter except the appropriation of money, or local or special
laws. If, subject to applicable laws and deadlines, the petitions are signed by the required
number of electors, the proposed initiative must be submitted to the qualified electors.
Referendum. A referendum is a proposal by which the people, by their majority vote, can
approve or reject a previously enacted statute, except an appropriation of money. A
referendum may be originated by the Legislature itself or by the people.
By the Legislature. At the time a piece of legislation is considered, a majority of
each house of the Legislature may decide to have its action ratified by a vote of the
people. This is referred to as a legislative referendum.
By the people. After the Legislature enacts a statute, the people may petition to
refer such statute to a vote of the people. This is referred to as an initiative
referendum. If, subject to applicable laws and deadlines, the petitions are signed
by the required number of electors, the proposed initiative referendum must be
submitted to the qualified electors.
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If initiative referendum petitioners desire to render an enacted statute inoperative
pending a vote, a petition containing a greater number of signatures is required. If
so suspended, the act becomes operative only if and after it is approved at an
election.
Constitutional Amendment. A constitutional amendment is a proposal originated by either
the Legislature or the people to change the constitution.
By the Legislature. Amendments may be proposed by any member of the Legislature.
These are referred to as constitutional amendments. They must be adopted by an
affirmative vote of two-thirds of all the legislative members in order to be submitted to the
qualified electors.
By the people. Amendments may be proposed by initiative. These are referred to
as constitutional initiatives. If the petitions are signed by the required number of
electors, the proposed amendment must be submitted to the qualified electors.
Constitutional Convention. A question on whether to hold an unlimited constitutional
convention to revise, alter or amend the constitution may be originated by either the
Legislature or the people.
By the Legislature. The Legislature, by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of all the
members, may at any time submit to the qualified electors the question of whether
there will be a constitutional convention.
By the people. The people may, by petition, direct the Secretary of State to submit
to the qualified electors the question of whether there will be a constitutional
convention. If, subject to applicable laws and deadlines, the petitions are signed by
the required number of electors, the proposed convention call must be submitted
to the qualified electors.
By statute. Pursuant to the Constitution and state law, the Secretary of State shall cause the
question of holding an unlimited constitutional convention to be placed on the ballot in
each 20th year following its last submission.
WHEN IS THE ELECTION HELD?
Except when the Legislature orders a special election on a legislative referendum, elections
on all types of statewide ballot measures are held with a statewide general election, on the
first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. Check the constitution and statutory
references for specific provisions.
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GETTING STARTED
SUBMISSION OF TEXT FOR REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATIONS
a. The sponsor submits the text of the ballot issue and ballot statements to the Secretary of
State at soselections@mt.gov who will forward the text to the Legislative Services Division
for review. The Legislative Services staff will review the text and statements as required by
law.
b. Within 14 days after receiving the proposal, the Legislative Services staff must make
recommendations for changes in the text or a statement that no changes are
recommended. The person submitting the text must consider the recommendations and
respond in writing to Legislative Services accepting, rejecting or modifying each
recommended change. If no changes are recommended, no response is required. There is
no statutory deadline to respond to the review by Legislative Services, but the response
must be submitted to Legislative Services before the ballot issue can proceed to the next
step in the review process.
c. The Legislative Services staff will furnish a copy of the correspondence to the Secretary of
State, who will make a copy available to any person upon request.
SUBMISSION OF FINAL TEXT AND BALLOT STATEMENTS FOR APPROVAL
a. After responding to Legislative Services, the sponsor submits a sample sheet containing the
final text of the proposed measure and ballot statements to the Secretary of State at
soselections@mt.gov in the form in which they will be circulated. The sponsor may not
circulate the sample petition for signatures more than 1 year prior to the final date for filing
the signed constitutional or statutory initiative petitions with the county election
administrators. (By contrast, there is no earliest date in law for initiative referenda
petitions to be circulated for signatures, after the petition form is issued as provided by
law.)
i.

The Secretary of State shall reject the proposed issue if the text or a ballot
statement contains material not submitted to the Legislative Services Division that
is a substantive change not recommended by the Legislative Services Division.

b. The Secretary of State refers a copy of the petition with the text and ballot statements as
submitted after Legislative Services review to the Attorney General for review. The
Attorney General checks it for legal sufficiency. If the Attorney General determines that a
proposed issue is legally sufficient but that the ballot statements clearly do not comply with
legal requirements, the Attorney General prepares statements that comply with applicable
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requirements and forwards them to the Secretary of State. The review by the Attorney
General must be completed within 30 days of when the Attorney General receives the draft
ballot issue from the Secretary of State.
c. If the Attorney General approves the proposed issue, the Secretary of State sends to the
person submitting the proposed issue the text of the proposed issue, the statement of
purpose and implication and the “Yes” and “No” statements, as prepared by the sponsor,
reviewed by the Legislative Services Division, and approved or revised by the Attorney
General. If the Attorney General rejects the ballot issue, the Attorney General specifies the
reasons for rejection.
EXPLANATORY AND “YES” AND “NO” STATEMENTS
a. Ballot statements may be drafted by the sponsor, and must include:
1.
a statement, not to exceed 135 words, explaining the purpose and implication of
the measure, and
2.
“Yes” and “No” statements, in the following form:
[] YES (insert the type of ballot issue and its number)
[] NO (insert the type of ballot issue and its number)
b. If the Attorney General determines in writing that a ballot statement submitted by a
sponsor clearly does not comply with legal requirements, the Attorney General will prepare
a statement that complies with the requirements, forward that statement to the Secretary
of State as the approved statement, and provide a copy to the petitioner. The statement of
purpose and implication prepared is the petition title for the measure circulated by the
petition and the ballot title if the measure is placed on the ballot.
c. The “Yes” and “No” statements are used on the petition and on the ballot if the measure is
placed on the ballot. The statements must be written so that a positive vote indicates
support for the issue and a negative vote indicates opposition.
PREPARATION OF FISCAL STATEMENT
a. The Attorney General will order a fiscal statement if the proposed ballot issue has an effect
on the revenue, expenditures or the fiscal liability of the state. The State budget director, in
cooperation with the agency or agencies affected by the petition, is responsible for
preparing the fiscal note and returning it to the Attorney General within 10 days.
b. If a fiscal note is prepared for the proposed ballot issue, the Attorney General will prepare a
fiscal statement which is to be used on the petition and on the ballot if the measure is
placed on the ballot.
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COLLECTING AND SUBMITTING SIGNATURES
See “Instructions on Statewide Ballot Issue Signature Gathering” included
in Appendix. Each signature gatherer should be provided with a copy of
the “Instructions on Statewide Ballot Issue Signature Gathering.”
Additionally, an electronic training presentation for signature gatherers
is available on the Secretary of State’s website, sos.mt.gov.

I.
NUMBER OF SIGNATURES REQUIRED
For an initiative or referendum, the number of qualified electors required in each legislative
representative district and in the state is determined by the number of votes cast for the office of
governor in the most recent gubernatorial election.
For specific totals required, see “Numerical Signature Gathering Requirements for Statewide Ballot
Issues” in Appendix.
Initiative:
i.
The petition must be signed by at least five percent (5%) of the qualified electors in
the state at large, including at least five percent (5%) in each of at least one-third
(34) of the legislative representative districts.
Referendum:
i.
The petition must be signed by at least five percent (5%) of the qualified electors in
the state at large, including at least five percent (5%) in each of at least one-third
(34) of the legislative representative districts.
To suspend an act referred to the people:
i.
An act referred to the people is in effect until suspended by referendum
petitions signed by at least fifteen percent (15%) of the qualified electors in
each of at least 51 legislative representative districts.
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Calling a Constitutional Convention:
i.
For calling a constitutional convention, the petition must be signed by at least ten
percent (10%) of the qualified electors in the state at large, including at least ten
percent (10%) in each of at least two-fifths (40) of the legislative representative
districts.
Constitutional Initiative:
i.
For a constitutional initiative, the petition must be signed by at least ten percent
(10%) of the qualified electors in the state at large, including at least ten percent
(10%) in each of at least two-fifths (40) of the legislative districts.

II.

DEADLINES FOR SUBMISSION AND FILING OF PETITION SHEETS
(See calendar in Appendix for applicable dates and statutory references.)
Submission to County Election Administrators
(Visit sos.mt.gov/elections for contact information.)
a. Constitutional Initiatives and Statutory Initiatives. Signed sheets or sections of petitions
must be submitted to county election administrators no sooner than 9 months and no
later than 4 weeks before the final date for filing the petition with the Secretary of
State.
b. Referendum Petitions. Signed sheets or sections of petitions must be submitted to
county election administrators not later than 5 months after adjournment of the
Legislature which passed the act, in order for the petition to be forwarded by county
election administrators to the Secretary of State within 6 months of the adjournment of
the Legislature that passed the act.
Filing by County Election Administrators with the Secretary of State
a.

Constitutional Initiatives and Statutory Initiatives.
Each county election
administrator must forward certified petition sheets for filing with the Secretary of
State by 5 p.m. of the third Friday of the fourth month prior to the election at which
the measure is to be voted upon by the people.
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b.

Referendum Petitions. Certified petition sheets must be forwarded by the county
election administrators for filing with the Secretary of State no later than 6 months
after adjournment of the Legislature that passed the act.

III.

WITHDRAWAL OF SIGNATURES
Signers of a petition may withdraw their own names up to the deadline for submission of
petitions to county election administrators. A form for withdrawal has been prescribed by
the Secretary of State, and is available at sos.mt.gov/Elections, and from any county
election administrator.

IV.

CERTIFICATION TO GOVERNOR WHEN PETITION IS QUALIFIED
When a petition containing a sufficient number of verified signatures has been filed with
the Secretary of State for a particular ballot issue, the Secretary of State will certify to the
Governor that the petition has qualified for the ballot.
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VOTER INFORMATION PAMPHLET - MAKING THE ARGUMENTS
I.

II.

APPOINTMENT OF PRO AND CON COMMITTEES
Once a petition has qualified to appear on the ballot, committees are
formed to write arguments for and against the issue for an informational
pamphlet that is distributed before each election to all households with
active registered voters. The size of the committees and who appoints
them depends on the type of petition. (See 13-27-402 and 13-27-403,
MCA.)
a.

Initiative petitions (constitutional initiatives and statutory initiatives). A
three-member committee supporting the issue is appointed by the
sponsor who submitted the petition. A five-member committee
opposing the issue is appointed by the Governor, Attorney General,
President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Representatives.
The four appointed persons appoint the fifth member.

b.

Referenda from the Legislature. A three-member committee supporting
the issue is composed of one senator known to favor the measure
appointed by the President of the Senate, one representative known to
favor the measure appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and one individual (who need not be a legislator)
appointed by the first two members. A three-member committee
opposing the issue is appointed in the same manner as the committee
supporting the issue (but, if possible, members should be known to have
opposed the issue).

c.

Referenda from the people. A three-member committee in favor of
repealing the bill that was referred by the petition sponsor is appointed
by the petition sponsor, and a three-member committee against
repealing the bill that was referred by the petition sponsor is composed
of one senator appointed by the President of the Senate, one
representative appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and one individual (who need not be a legislator)
appointed by the first two members.

DRAFTING THE ARGUMENTS
a.

The original arguments for or against an issue are no longer than a single
side of a page. The argument must consist solely of written material
prepared by the committee and may not consist of pictures, clippings, or
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other material. The written material must be prepared in the font and
type style required by the Secretary of State and must be filed with the
Secretary of State no later than 105 days before the election at which
the issue will be voted upon by the people.
b.

Copies of these arguments are provided to each ballot issue committee,
each of which may prepare a rebuttal argument which is subject to the
same requirements as for arguments, except that the rebuttal is no
longer than one-half the size of the arguments (7 1/2" x 5") and must be
filed with the Secretary of State no later than 10 days after the deadline
for filing the original arguments.

c.

Supporters and opponents of ballot issues who make factual statements
in their arguments and/or rebuttals must provide supporting documents
within 2 business days of the deadline for submitting the arguments or
rebuttals, as applicable.

d.

Arguments and rebuttals may be rejected if the Secretary of State, with
the approval of the Attorney General, holds that the arguments contain
obscene, vulgar, profane, scandalous, libelous or defamatory matter, or
if the language incites, counsels, promotes or advocates hatred, abuse,
violence or hostility toward or tends to cast shame or ridicule upon any
group of persons by reason of race, color, religion or sex, or is otherwise
prohibited by law to be sent through the mail.
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III.

THE VOTER INFORMATION PAMPHLET
The Secretary of State prepares a pamphlet to be sent by county election administrators to all
households with active registered voters. The pamphlet is also available electronically on the
Secretary of State’s website at sos.mt.gov and at all voting precincts.
The Voter Information Pamphlet contains, for each ballot issue appearing on the ballot:
1. the statement of purpose and implication,
2. fiscal statement, if applicable,
3. the “Yes” and “No” statements,
4. complete text of the issue, and
5. arguments for and against the issue and rebuttal arguments.
6. The names of the members of the committees who draft the arguments and
rebuttals are also included.
CHART OF APPOINTMENTS TO PRO AND CON VOTER INFORMATION PAMPHLET COMMITTEES

Ballot Measure

Pro Committee Members (for IR, in favor of
repealing referred bill)

Con Committee Members

Constitutional
Initiative (CI)

1. Person appointed by sponsor
2. Person appointed by sponsor
3. Person appointed by sponsor

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Person appointed by the Senate President
Person appointed by the Speaker
Person appointed by the Governor
Person appointed by the Attorney General
Person appointed by the other four appointees

Statutory
Initiative (I)

1. Person appointed by sponsor
2. Person appointed by sponsor
3. Person appointed by sponsor

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Person appointed by the Senate President
Person appointed by the Speaker
Person appointed by the Governor
Person appointed by the Attorney General
Person appointed by the other four appointees

Initiative
Referendum (IR)

1. Person appointed by sponsor
2. Person appointed by sponsor
3. Person appointed by sponsor

1. Senator appointed by the Senate President
2. Representative appointed by the Speaker
3. Person appointed by the other two appointees

Legislative
Referendum (LR)

1. Senator appointed by the Senate President
2. Representative appointed by the Speaker
3. Person appointed by the other two appointees

1. Senator appointed by the Senate President
2. Representative appointed by the Speaker
3. Person appointed by the other two appointees

Constitutional
Amendment (C)
(by Legislature)

1. Senator appointed by the Senate President
2. Representative appointed by the Speaker
3. Person appointed by the other two appointees

1. Senator appointed by the Senate President
2. Representative appointed by the Speaker
3. Person appointed by the other two appointees
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AFTER THE ELECTION
CANVASS OF VOTES CAST
After the election, each county board of canvassers must canvass the votes cast for each ballot issue.
The results of the canvass must be certified to the board of state canvassers, who shall in turn canvass
and certify statewide results.
EFFECTIVE DATES
a.

Statutory Initiative. Unless the ballot issue text states otherwise, a statutory initiative
approved by the people is effective on October 1 following approval. If the issue
delegates rulemaking authority, it is effective no sooner than October 1 following
approval.

b.

Constitutional Amendment. Unless the Legislature or the amendment provides
otherwise, a constitutional amendment proposed by the Legislature or by initiative and
approved by the people is effective on July 1 following approval.

c.

Referendum. Unless the Legislature specifically provides an effective date in an issue put
before the people, or unless suspended by law, an act referred to the people is in effect
as the law provides until it is approved or rejected at the election.
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Ballot Issue Calendar

Montana Secretary of State
Election and Voter Services Division
sos.mt.gov • soselections@mt.gov

Deadline
Signature gathering may not
begin until after Secretary of
State issues final petition form
June 22, 2017
4 weeks before 6 months after
adjournment of the Legislature
October 20, 2017
Within 6 months of
adjournment of the Legislature

*Deadline is 5:00 p.m. on specified day unless otherwise noted

Earliest time for gathering signatures on initiative referendum; also earliest time to
submit signed initiative referendum petition signature sheets to county election
administrators
First day to circulate approved constitutional and statutory initiative petitions (see also
initiative referendum information above)
Deadline for submitting initiative referendum petitions to county election
administrators; last day to withdraw initiative referendum signatures
First day for submitting constitutional and statutory initiative petition signatures to
county election administrators (see also initiative referendum information above)
Deadline for county election administrators to file certified initiative referendum
petitions with the Secretary of State's office

Statute
Article III,
Section 5,
MT Const.
13-27-202
13-27-301
13-27-301
Article III,
Section 5,
MT Const.
13-27-307

After county election
administrator filing deadline
After final SOS tabulation of
certified initiative referendum
petition signature totals

Secretary of State tabulates certified initiative referendum petition signature totals
Secretary of State certifies for the ballot all qualified initiative referendum ballot issues
to Governor

13-27-308

June 5, 2018
June 22, 2018

PRIMARY NOMINATING ELECTION
Signatures due to election administrators for constitutional and statutory initiatives for
certification; last day for withdrawal of signatures
Appointment of committee members for Voter Information Pamphlet (VIP) arguments
by designated individuals
Deadline for county election administrators to file certified constitutional and statutory
initiative petitions in the Secretary of State's office
Secretary of State tabulates certified constitutional and statutory initiative petition
signature totals
Secretary of State certifies for the ballot all qualified constitutional and statutory
initiatives to Governor

13-1-107(1)
13-27-301

13-27-403

October 9, 2018

Secretary of State to notify committee members by certified mail of deadlines by this
date (or within 5 days of committee member appointment)
Committee arguments for VIP due to Secretary of State; appointments by committee
members to fill vacancies
Supporters and opponents for VIP arguments must file supporting documents for factual
statements made in arguments (within 2 business days of the argument deadline)
Rebuttal arguments due to the Secretary of State
Deadline for supporters and opponents to file supporting documents for factual
statements made in rebuttals (within 2 business days of the rebuttal deadline)
VIP for all certified ballot issues must be mailed to voters

November 6, 2018

GENERAL ELECTION

13-1-104(1)

July 17, 2018
July 20, 2018
After county election
administrator filing deadline
After final SOS tabulation of
certified statutory or
constitutional initiative petition
signature totals
July 22, 2018
July 24, 2018
July 26, 2018
August 3, 2018
August 7, 2018
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13-27-403
13-27-104
13-27-307
13-27-308

13-27-403;
13-27-406
13-27-409
13-27-407
13-27-409
13-27-410

Appendix

Instructions on Statewide Ballot Issue Signature Gathering
Montana Secretary of State

Election and Voter Services Division
soselections@mt.gov • sos.mt.gov

Qualifications of Signers
A petition for initiative, referendum, or to call a constitutional convention may be signed only
by a qualified registered elector of the state of Montana.

Qualifications of Signature Gatherers
A person gathering signatures for a statewide ballot issue:
a) must be a resident of the state of Montana, as provided in 1-1-215, MCA; and
b) may not be paid anything of value based upon the number of signatures gathered.

Specific Signature Gathering Procedures
See below for specific signature gathering procedures. See additional instructions to signature
gatherers on the bottom of each petition signature sheet.

Gathering Signatures
1)

You must be present when the signer signs the petition. Do not leave a petition
unattended.

2)

The most common reason that signatures on petitions are rejected is that the printed
last name cannot be read. Check to see that the printed last name is legible.

3)

The signature does not have to be identical to the name under which a person has
registered to vote.
However, a signature is more likely to be accepted if it is signed as the person has
registered to vote. If the individual is registered with a signature of "Sammy Brown" he
should sign as such, not as "J. Samuel Brown".

4)

Another error occurs when someone signs a petition, and then signs for another person,
such as his or her spouse. Such signatures will be rejected. Each person must sign a
petition individually.

5)

Check to see that each signer puts in the correct date that he or she signed.
15

Appendix

6)

Signers may provide their telephone number, although for the purposes of matching the
signer to their voter record it is ideal for them to provide their residence address or
mailing address.

Properly Completing and Submitting the Affidavit of Signature Gatherer
1)

A properly completed Affidavit of Signature Gatherer must accompany each section of
up to 25 petition sheets submitted together at the time of submission to the county
election administrator.

2)

The affidavit must be signed by the signature gatherer and notarized, AFTER gathering
the last signature on the petition sheets that you attach to the affidavit.
Do not complete and sign the affidavit in front of a notary before gathering the last
signature on the signed petition sheet(s) that you attach to the affidavit*.

4)

On the line asking for the date on which you gathered the first signature attached, be
sure that the date accurately matches the first date on the signed petition sheets that
you attach to the affidavit.

5)

Collect and submit signatures from one county per sheet – if signatures are submitted to
a county other than the county of the signer’s voter registration, those signatures
cannot be verified by a county election office.

6)

The Secretary of State’s office does not recommend holding petition signature sheets
for submittal (unless statute provides that you cannot submit sheets to county election
administrators until a certain date); doing so may make it impossible to be able to fix
errors that could otherwise be corrected so that the petitions or sections of the
petitions are not rejected.

*Note: The affidavit of signature gatherer requires you, in part, to swear that the signers
knew the contents of the petition; if you complete and sign the affidavit before asking the
signers to sign, you cannot logically nor legally claim that the signers knew the contents of
the petition at the time that you completed and signed the affidavit. Never sign the affidavit
before gathering the last signature on the petition sheet(s) that you attach to that affidavit.
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Submitting Signatures to County Election Offices
1)

A list of county election offices can be found online at sos.mt.gov/elections.

2)

For initiative petitions (other than initiative referenda), the earliest date you can gather
signatures is June 22, 2017. (There is no earliest date in law for initiative referenda
petitions to be circulated for signatures, after the petition form is reviewed and
approved as provided by law.)

3)

The earliest date that you can submit signed petition sheets (other than initiative
referenda) to county election administrators is October 20, 2017. (There is no earliest
date in law for initiative referenda petitions to be submitted to county election
administrators, after the petition form is reviewed and approved as provided by law.)

4)

The deadline for county election offices to receive signed petition sheets and affidavits
(other than for initiative referenda) is 5:00 p.m. June 22, 2018. (The deadline for
initiative referendum petitions to be submitted to county election administrators is 5
p.m., 4 weeks before 6 months after adjournment of the Legislature.)

5)

If it is not possible to submit all signed sheets or sections of petitions with original
signatures and affidavits by the applicable deadline above:
•

6)

a copy or facsimile may be submitted so that it is received by the proper county
official no later than the 5:00 p.m. deadline, subject to the following:
a) Signed sheets or sections of petitions with original signatures must be
submitted within 7 calendar days after the deadline.
b) Failure to submit signed sheets or sections of petitions with original
signatures within 7 calendar days will invalidate the signed sheets or sections
submitted by copy or facsimile.

After receiving the petition sheets, county election administrators have up to four
weeks to verify the names of all signers on the petition sheets, before forwarding
verified petition signature sheets to the Secretary of State for tabulation.
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Numerical Signature Gathering
Requirements for Statewide Ballot Issues
Montana Secretary of State

Election and Voter Services Division • soselections@mt.gov • sos.mt.gov

House District

5% of Votes Cast*

10% of Votes Cast*

15% of Votes Cast*

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

219
254
240
269
298
299
209
253
205
315
264
273
271
249
160
179
258
216
239
295
240
206
187
204
201
145
259
212
259
269
167
172
239
282
244
249
297
211
253
298
152
176
228
228
204
292
205
241
173
198

438
507
480
538
595
598
418
506
409
629
528
545
541
498
319
357
515
432
478
589
479
412
374
408
402
289
518
423
518
537
334
344
477
563
487
498
593
422
505
596
303
351
455
456
408
584
438
507
345
396

657
760
720
807
892
897
626
759
613
943
792
818
812
746
479
536
772
647
716
883
718
617
560
612
603
433
776
634
777
806
501
516
716
844
730
746
890
633
758
893
455
527
682
684
612
876
614
721
518
594
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House District

5% of Votes Cast*

10% of Votes Cast*

Totals

25,468†

50,936†

51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100

173
198
200
196
363
287
233
222
262
306
309
280
362
351
258
339
331
294
253
265
292
304
316
278
238
212
303
294
267
189
303
298
271
277
249
256
309
281
280
283
262
274
323
257
224
265
237
278
273
273

345
396
400
392
725
574
465
443
523
612
618
559
723
702
515
677
661
588
505
529
584
608
632
556
475
424
605
588
534
377
606
596
541
554
497
512
617
561
559
565
524
548
646
514
448
530
473
555
546
545

15% of Votes Cast*
518
594
599
587
1,088
860
697
664
785
917
926
838
1,084
1,052
773
1,016
991
882
758
794
876
911
948
834
713
636
907
882
800
566
909
894
811
830
745
767
925
842
838
848
786
822
968
771
671
795
710
832
819
818
-

†Sum of percent totals may not equal the number of votes cast for Governor due to rounding of fractions.
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Affidavit of Petition Signature Gatherer
An affidavit must be attached to each sheet or section submitted to the election administrator. Separate sheets of a petition
may be fastened to this affidavit in sections of not more than 25 sheets.
AFFIDAVIT FILED WITH ELECTION ADMINISTRATOR

I, ___________________________________________,
(printed name of person who is the signature gatherer)
swear that I gathered the signatures on the petition to which this affidavit is attached on the stated dates, that I believe the
signatures on the petition are genuine, are the signatures of the persons whose names they purport to be, and are the signatures of
Montana electors who are registered at the address or have the telephone number following the person’s signature, and that the
signers knew the contents of the petition before signing the petition.
_______________________________________________
Date on which the first signature attached was gathered
(Do not sign on the line below before gathering the signatures
on the petition(s) that you attach to this affidavit.)
_______________________________________________
Signature of petition signature gatherer

_______________________________________________
Address of petition signature gatherer
_______________________________________________
City, state and zip code
NOTARY OR AUTHORIZED OFFICER – DO NOT FILL OUT THIS SECTION UNTIL AFTER THE SIGNATURES GATHERED HAVE BEEN ATTACHED TO THIS AFFIDAVIT

State of Montana
County of ___________________________
Signed and sworn to before me this ______day of ___________________, 20____ by __________________________________________________.

Printed Name of Signature Gatherer

Where to file Petition and
Affidavit:
County Election
Administrator's Office
A list of county election
offices may be found at:
sos.mt.gov/elections

Signature of Notary or Public Official
Printed Name of Notary Public
Notary Public for the State of ____________
Residing at: __________________________

[SEAL/STAMP]
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My commission expires: ________ , 20 ____

Appendix

PETITION TO PLACE INITIATIVE NO.____ ON THE ELECTION BALLOT
Subject to applicable laws and deadlines, if 5% of the voters in each of 34 legislative representative districts sign this petition and the total number
of voters signing this petition is 25,468, this initiative will appear on the next general election ballot. If a majority of voters vote for this initiative at
that election, it will become law.
We, the undersigned Montana voters, propose that the secretary of state place the following initiative on the November 6, 2018, general election
ballot:
(Title [statement of purpose and implication]
of initiative written pursuant to 13-27-312)
(Fiscal statement, if applicable, written pursuant to 13-27-312)
[] YES on (insert the type of ballot issue and its number)
[] NO on (insert the type of ballot issue and its number)
Voters are urged to read the complete text of the initiative, which appears (on the reverse side of, attached to, etc., as applicable) this sheet. A
signature on this petition is only to put the initiative on the ballot and does not necessarily mean the signer agrees with the initiative.
(TEXT OF THE MEASURE MAY APPEAR HERE,
ON THE REVERSE SIDE OR BE ATTACHED)
WARNING
A person who purposefully signs a name other than the person’s own to this petition, who signs more than once for the same issue at one election
or who signs when not a legally registered Montana voter is subject to a $500 fine, 6 months in jail, or both.
Each person is required to sign the person’s name and list the person’s address or telephone number in substantially the same manner as on the
person’s voter registration card or the signature will not be counted.

Signature

Date
Signed

Residence Address or
Post-Office Address or
Home Telephone Number

Printed Last Name
and First and
Middle Initials

For County Election
Office Use Only
Legis.
Reserved
Rep. Dist.
Number

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
(numbered lines continued to fill up page)
COUNTY: _________________________________________________________
(OPTIONAL: Instructions to petition signature gatherers, e.g. where to mail completed petition sheets and affidavit(s), and deadline for submission
to county)
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Appendix
PETITION TO PLACE REFERENDUM NO.____ ON THE ELECTION BALLOT
Subject to applicable laws and deadlines, if 5% of the voters in each of 34 legislative representative districts sign this petition and the total number
of voters signing the petition is 25,468, Senate (House) Bill Number ____ will appear on the next general election ballot. If a majority of voters vote
for this referendum at that election it will become law.
[A similar statement may be required by the Attorney General:] If 15% of the voters in each of at least 51 legislative representative districts sign the
petition, House/Senate Bill ______ will be suspended and will take effect only if and after it is approved at the next general election.
We, the undersigned Montana voters, propose that the secretary of state place the following Senate (House) Bill Number ____, passed by the
legislature on _________________ on the next general election ballot:
(Title [statement of purpose and implication]
of referendum written pursuant to 13-27-312)
(Fiscal statement, if applicable, written pursuant to 13-27-312)
[] YES on (insert the type of ballot issue and its number)
[] NO on (insert the type of ballot issue and its number)
Voters are urged to read the complete text of the referendum, which appears (on the reverse side of, attached to, etc., as applicable) this sheet. A
signature on this petition is only to put the referendum on the ballot and does not necessarily mean the signer agrees with the referendum.
(TEXT OF THE REFERENDUM MAY APPEAR HERE,
ON THE REVERSE SIDE OR BE ATTACHED)
WARNING
A person who purposefully signs a name other than the person’s own to this petition, who signs more than once for the same issue at one election,
or signs when not a legally registered Montana voter is subject to a $500 fine, 6 months in jail, or both.
Each person is required to sign the person’s name and list the person’s address or telephone number in substantially the same manner as on the
person's voter registration card or the signature will not be counted.

Signature

Date
Signed

Residence Address or
Post-Office Address or
Home Telephone Number

Printed Last Name
and First and
Middle Initials

For County Election
Office Use Only
Legis.
Reserved
Rep. Dist.
Number

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
(numbered lines continued to fill up page)
COUNTY: __________________________________________________________
(OPTIONAL: Instructions to petition signature gatherers, e.g. where to mail completed petition sheets and affidavit(s), and deadline for submission
to county)

22

Appendix
PETITION TO PLACE INITIATIVE NO.____, CALLING
FOR A CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, ON THE ELECTION BALLOT
Subject to applicable laws and deadlines, if 10% of the voters in each of 40 legislative districts sign this petition and the total number of voters
signing this petition is 50,936, the question of whether to have a constitutional convention will appear on the next general election ballot. If a
majority of voters vote for the constitutional convention, the legislature shall call for a constitutional convention at its next session.
We, the undersigned Montana voters, propose that the secretary of state place the question of whether to hold a constitutional convention on the
November 6, 2018, general election ballot:
(Title [statement of purpose and implication]
of the initiative written pursuant to 13-27-312)
(Fiscal statement, if applicable, written pursuant to 13-27-312)
[] YES on (insert the type of ballot issue and its number)
[] NO on (insert the type of ballot issue and its number)
A signature on this petition is only to put the call for a constitutional convention on the ballot and does not necessarily mean the signer is in favor of
calling a constitutional convention.
(TEXT OF THE INITIATIVE MAY APPEAR HERE,
ON THE REVERSE SIDE OR BE ATTACHED)
WARNING
A person who purposefully signs a name other than the person’s own to this petition, who signs more than once for the same issue at one election,
or who signs when not a legally registered Montana voter is subject to a $500 fine or 6 months in jail, or both.
Each person is required to sign the person’s name and list the person’s address or telephone number in substantially the same manner as on the
person’s voter registration card or the signature will not be counted.

Signature

Date
Signed

Residence Address or
Post-Office Address or
Home Telephone Number

Printed Last Name
and First and
Middle Initials

For County Election
Office Use Only
Legis.
Reserved
Rep. Dist.
Number

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
(numbered lines continued to fill up page)
COUNTY: __________________________________________________________
(OPTIONAL: Instructions to petition signature gatherers, e.g. where to mail completed petition sheets and affidavit(s), and deadline for submission
to county)
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PETITION TO PLACE CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO.____ ON THE ELECTION BALLOT
Subject to applicable laws and deadlines, if 10% of the voters in each of 40 legislative districts sign this petition and the total number of voters
signing the petition is 50,936, this constitutional amendment will appear on the next general election ballot. If a majority of voters vote for this
amendment at that election, it will become part of the constitution.
We, the undersigned Montana voters, propose that the secretary of state place the following constitutional amendment on the November 6, 2018,
general election ballot:
(Title [statement of purpose and implication]
of the proposed constitutional amendment
written pursuant to 13-27-312)
(Fiscal statement, if applicable, written pursuant to 13-27-312)
[] YES on (insert the type of ballot issue and its number)
[] NO on (insert the type of ballot issue and its number)
Voters are urged to read the complete text of the constitutional amendment, which appears (on the reverse side of, attached to, etc., as applicable)
this sheet. A signature on this petition is only to put the constitutional amendment on the ballot and does not necessarily mean the signer agrees
with the amendment.
(TEXT OF THE INITIATIVE MAY APPEAR HERE,
ON THE REVERSE SIDE OR BE ATTACHED)
WARNING
A person who purposefully signs a name other than the person’s own to this petition, who signs more than once for the same issue at one election,
or who signs when not a legally registered Montana voter is subject to a $500 fine, 6 months in jail, or both.
Each person is required to sign the person’s name and list the person's address or telephone number in substantially the same manner as on the
person’s voter registration card or the signature will not be counted.

Signature

Date
Signed

Residence Address or
Post-Office Address or
Home Telephone Number

Printed Last Name
and First and
Middle Initials

For County Election
Office Use Only
Legis.
Reserved
Rep. Dist.
Number

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
(numbered lines continued to fill up page)
COUNTY: __________________________________________________________
(OPTIONAL: Instructions to petition signature gatherers, e.g. where to mail completed petition sheets and affidavit(s), and deadline for submission
to county)
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Appendix
(Optional: reverse of petition sheet; use appropriate heading below)
PETITION TO PLACE INITIATIVE NO.____ ON THE ELECTION BALLOT
PETITION TO PLACE REFERENDUM NO.____ ON THE ELECTION BALLOT
PETITION TO PLACE INITIATIVE NO.____, CALLING
FOR A CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, ON THE ELECTION BALLOT
PETITION TO PLACE CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO.____ ON THE ELECTION BALLOT
(Title [statement of purpose and implication] of
ballot issue written by Attorney General)

WARNING
A person who purposefully signs a name other than the person’s own to this petition, who signs more than once for the same issue at one election,
or who signs when not a legally registered Montana voter is subject to a $500 fine, 6 months in jail, or both.
Each person is required to sign the person’s name and list the person’s address or telephone number in substantially the same manner as on the
person’s voter registration card or the signature will not be counted.

Signature

Date
Signed

Residence Address or
Post-Office Address or
Home Telephone Number

Printed Last Name
and First and
Middle Initials

For County Election
Office Use Only
Legis.
Reserved
Rep. Dist.
Number

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

(numbered lines continued to fill up page)
COUNTY: __________________________________________________________
(OPTIONAL: Instructions to petition signature gatherers, e.g. where to mail completed petition sheets and affidavit(s), and deadline for submission
to county)
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Contact Information and Applicable Laws
Montana Secretary of State

Election and Voter Services
soselections@mt.gov • sos.mt.gov

Contact Information
Anyone needing information concerning the initial submission of a draft of a ballot issue may contact the
Legislative Services Division at Room 110, State Capitol, PO Box 201706, Helena, MT 59620-1706, or (406)
444-3064.
For any other questions about the ballot issue process, contact the Secretary of State, Election and Voter
Services Division, Room 260, State Capitol, PO Box 202801, Helena, MT 59620-2801, or call (406) 444-5346 or
our TDD (Telephone Device for the Deaf) line at (406) 444-9068, fax at (406) 444-2023, or email at
soselections@mt.gov.
For information about ballot issue campaign finances or campaign reporting requirements, contact the
Commissioner of Political Practices at (406) 444-2942.

Applicable Laws
For applicable statutes and constitutional provisions, visit the sites below:

http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0270/parts_index.html
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0000/chapters_index.html
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