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SEC. 301. VOTING SYSTEMS STANDARDS

(a) REQUIREMENTS- Each voting system used in an election for Federal office
shall meet the following requirements

(1) IN GENERAL-

(A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B), the voting system
(including any lever voting system, optical scanning voting system, or
direct recording electronic system) shall

(i) permit the voter to verify (in a private and independent | Meets More education and training
manner) the votes selected by the voter on the ballot before provided to the voter on this
the ballot is cast and counted; self-regulating portion.

(i) provide the voter with the opportunity (in a private and [Meets More education and training
independent manner) to change the ballot or correct any provided to the voter on this
error before the ballot is cast and counted (including the «  Up to three mistakes self-regulating portion.
opportunity to correct the error through the issuance of a allowed per voter

replacement ballot if the voter was otherwise unable to
change the ballot or correct any error); and

(iii) if the voter selects votes for more than one candidate |Does Not Meet We have central count system
for a single office-- (I) notify the voter that the voter has so we will be doing the
selected more than one candidate for a single office on the «  No system in place to checkducation component option.
ballot; (I1) notify the voter before the ballot is cast and ballot before being cast

counted of the effect of casting multiple votes for the office;
and (IIl) provide the voter with the opportunity to correct the
ballot before the ballot is cast and counted.

(B) A State or jurisdiction that uses a paper ballot voting system, a
punch card voting system, or a central count voting system (including
mail-in absentee ballots and mail-in ballots), may meet the
requirements of subparagraph (A)(iii) by

(i) establishing a voter education program specific to that  |[Does Not Meet The state and counties will
\voting system that notifies each voter of the effect of review and revise ballot
casting multiple votes for an office; and materials and implement a voter

outreach program with special
emphasis on this requirement.
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(i) providing the voter with instructions on how to correct  |Does Not Meet The state and counties will

the ballot before it is cast and counted (including review and revise ballot

instructions on how to correct the error through the materials and implement a voter

issuance of a replacement ballot if the voter was otherwise outreach program with special

unable to change the ballot or correct any error) emphasis on this requirement.
(C) The voting system shall ensure that any notification required Meets. No action needed.

under this paragraph preserves the privacy of the voter and the
confidentiality of the ballot.

(2) AUDIT CAPACITY-

(A) IN GENERAL- The voting system shall produce a record with an |Meets. No action needed.
audit capacity for such system.

(B) MANUAL AUDIT CAPACITY-

(i) The voting system shall produce a permanent paper Meets. No action needed.
record with a manual audit capacity for such system.
(ii) The voting system shall provide the voter with an Meets. No action needed.

opportunity to change the ballot or correct any error before
the permanent paper record is produced.

(iii) The paper record produced under subparagraph (A) Meets. No action needed.
shall be available as an official record for any recount
conducted with respect to any election in which the system

is used.
(3) ACCESSIBILITY FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES- The voting
system shall-
(A) be accessible for individuals with disabilities, including nonvisual [Partially Meets. The state will meet this
accessibility for the blind and visually impaired, in a manner that requirement through the
provides the same opportunity for access and participation (including|, Visually impaired voters do not purchase of DRE machines for
privacy and independence) as for other voters; currently have access to service|US€ in each of its 56 counties.

specifically designed for them.

*  Two elections officials
representing different political
parties can assist the voter at
the voter’s request.

* ADA requirements met at
most polling places
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(B) satisfy the requirement of subparagraph (A) through the use of at
least one direct recording electronic voting system or other voting
system equipped for individuals with disabilities at each polling place;
and

State of Montana’s
Current Status

(Meets Requirement, Partially
Meets, Does Not Meet)
Does not meet.

Actions Planned

The state will meet this
requirement through the
purchase of DRE machines for
use in each of its 56 counties.

provide alternative language accessibility pursuant to the requirements of
section 203 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 1973aa-1a).

(C) if purchased with funds made available under title Il on or after  |N/A The state will meet this
January 1, 2007, meet the voting system standards for disability requirement upon
access (as outlined in this paragraph). implementation of the voting
system standards referenced
above.
(4) ALTERNATIVE LANGUAGE ACCESSIBILITY- The voting system shallMeets. No action needed.

(5) ERROR RATES- The error rate of the voting system in counting ballots
(determined by taking into account only those errors which are attributable
to the voting system and not attributable to an act of the voter) shall
comply with the error rate standards established under section 3.2.1 of the
\voting systems standards issued by the Federal Election Commission
which are in effect on the date of the enactment of this Act.

Meets.

No action needed.

(6) UNIFORM DEFINITION OF WHAT CONSTITUTES A VOTE- Each
State shall adopt uniform and nondiscriminatory standards that define
what constitutes a vote and what will be counted as a vote for each
category of voting system used in the State.

Does Not Meet

Legislation already passed
giving us rule-making authority
(HB 155 Subsection 2).
Secretary of State and Election
Task Force Committee to further
define.




