1950:3 RAISE LOCAL DEBT LIMIT Constitutional Amendment

Approved 55.8% 72.6% voted, 85,300 for and 67,491 against

1949 Laws chapter 193 (H Bill 420) proposed amendment of Article XIII section 6 of the constitu-
tion to raise the limit on school district, municipal and tounship debt from three percent of taxable
valuation to five percent. Teachers, PTAs and womens groups endorsed the change and the state super-
intendent of public instruction said it was necessary to permit new school construction for increasing
numbers of children.

Voters in most urban counties, along the High Line and in the lower Yellowstone Valley approved
the change while voters in Silver Bow, Deer Lodge and 14 rural counties, mostly central and southern,

opposed it. The rate of vote on this measure and the relaxation of county debt limit was similar and

there was substantial correlation of county standings on the two measures (Pearson's r = .90).

1950:4 DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY Constitutional Amendment

Approved 50.7% 72.8% voted, 77,644 for and 75,641 against

1949 Laws chapter 6 (H Bill 3) proposed amendment of >nnwwwm XVIII section 1 of the constitution
to allow n_.”—imua: of the bureau of agriculture, labor and industry. Labor groups long had complained
that the single agency mandated by the constitution usually was headed by a farmer or rancher little
interested in urban labor affairs. Lawyers said the single department could be abolished but not di-
vided without constitutional amendment. The change had been proposed in each of six sessions prior to
1949 and Governors Sem Ford and John Bonner endorsed the change. Finally with only two members oppos-
ed the 1949 legislature put the matter to the electorate.

Voters in more populous and industrialized counties generally favored the measure but it was op-

posed in Lewis & Clark and 32 rural counties, There was some correlation of vote for this amendment

with vote Democratic for congressman (Pearson's r = .49),

1950:5 WORLD WAR Il VETERANS BONUS Initiative Legislation

Approved 58.9% 87.2% voted, 108,251 for and 75,411 against
This initiative proposed a $22 million bond issue serviced by s two-cent tax on cigarettes for
"adjusted compensation" to Montanans in military service during World War II. They would receive $15
for each month of overseas service and $10 for each month of domestic service (Text at 1951 Laws 781).
Newspapers reported casualties in the Korean War and Chinese troops had intervened as voters de-
cisively approved this veterans bonus. Voters in northern counties gave strongest support, generally
more than 60 percent, and voters in only five scattered central and southern counties opposed the
measure. Age evidently had some influence on the vote. Median age for the state was 29.9 years in
1950; average median age in the eight counties most favorable to the bonus was 28.2 years, and in the

eight counties least favorable, 30.86 years. The state supreme court reversed its 1923 decision that
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THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

SENATE
() 26 (R) 28 (I) 2

*George M Gosman (R)
*Willis B Spear Jr (R)
*Thomas A Ross (R)

W F Bristow (D)

*H H K Wilson (D)

C E Gardner (R)
Charles A Bovey (D)

Evon L Anderson (R)
*Henry J Sawtell (R)
Carl Lindquist (R)
T J Johnson (D)
Edward A Wenger (D)
L W Busch (R)

E R Roehl (R)

G M Moss (R)

*Carl Lehrkind Jr (D)

*C H Mahoney (R)

*J Hugo Aronson (R)
*0scar P Balgord (R)
Chan Ettien (D)
*Jess L Angstman (D)
Philip C Duncan (D)
George S McKenna (D)
*Ray Kelly (D)

*Fred H Padbury (R)

*David F James (D)
W Weydemeyer (R)

J M Hofland (D)
Mortimer J Lott (R)
*0liver Ebert (R)

H A Tibbals (D)
Donovan Worden (R)

*J A Liggett (R)
*Edwin F Parriott (D)
Kenneth R Cole (R)
*Mrs B M Phillips (D)

*Leroy Anderson (D)

*J Fred Toman (R)
*Don F Valiton (R)
*Charles Brown (I)
W J Winters (R)
Danald Nutter (R)
*S B Wallander (R)
R C Harken (D)
Glenn H Larson (R)
Andrew Dahl (D)
Troy Evans (R)

Webster Keller (D)
*Leo J Cremer (I)
Paul R Rice (D)
George W Wilson (D)
*D M Manning (D)
Robert S Cotton (D)
E F McQuitty (D)
Oscar Nesvig (D)
Rex Hibbs (R)

COUNTY

Beaverhead
Big Horn
Blaine
Broadvater
Carban
Carter
Cascade

Chouteau
Custer
Daniels
Dawson
Deer Lodge
Fallon
Fergus
Flathead

Gallatin

Garfield
Glacier
Golden Valley
Granite

Hill
Jefferson
Judith Basin
Lake

Lewis & Clark

Liberty
Lincoln
MeCone
Madison
Meagher
Mineral
Missoula

Musselshell
Park
Petroleum
Phillips
Pondera
Powder River
Powell
Prairie
Ravalli
Richland
Roosevelt
Rosebud
Sanders
Sheridan
Silver Bow

Stillwater
Sweet Grass
Teton

Toole
Treasure
Valley
Wheatland
Wibaux
Yellowstone

January 1 - March 2, 1951
(One Extra Day)

1950

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

(D) 41 (R) 49

J S Brenner (R)
Clyde L Hawks (R)
Richard Nixon (D)

L J Anders (R)
William Mackay (R)
Ben Brownfield (R)
George Anderson (D)
Ralph F Cook (D)
Fritz Norby (R)
Norris E Hanford (R)
Keith W Trout (D)

E Neil Taylor (R)
John Harpster (R)
John Emmons (D)
Frank F Fulton (R)
Robert J Phillips (R)
Ory J Armstrong (R)
Robert C Sykes (R)
Walter L Sales (R)
Lovitt I Westlake (D)
John J MacDonald (D)
David M Higgins (R)
Dan H Corcoran (R)
John R Page (D)

H H Hess (D)

Arnold Rieder (D)

J Harry Wilson (D)
R H Weidman (R)
Henry Loble (D)

J Miller Smith (R)
Fred E Barrett (D)
Allen Goodgame (D)
Martin J Beck (D)

W G Sagunsky (R)
Orville Rostad (R)
Arthur Jensen Sr (D)
Thomas F Haines (R)
John Karlberg (D)
Earl E Clark (D)
Paul Working (R)
Edward J Skibby (R)
A J Watkins (R)

J P Seifert (R)

C L Scofield (R)

J A McElwain (R)

D C Bradley (R)

D C Lockridge (D)
Volney Anderson (D)
Oliver M Lien (D)

W S Cowley (R)
Clifford J Hauge (R)
Lloyd J Michels (D)
Sam Babich (D)

Alex Blewett (R)
Daniel McCarthy (D)
Mike Loughran (D)
John H Leuthold (R)
Leonard J Esp (R)

E V Omholt (R)
Cedor B Aronow (D)
Archie Wilson (R)
Resner Blikken (D)
William Van Dyke (D)
Clem Parker (D)

Carl B Peters (R)

R H Gebhardt (R)

L M Prill (R)

G W 0'Connor (R)
Leo C Graybill (D)

Myron Tripp (D)
Ronald W Holtz (D)

Eugene C McBride (D)

Frank Valach (D)
Clifford E Haines (R)

Herman Dokken (R)

C Lowell Purdy (R)

A L Atkinson (R)
Melvin E Magnuson (D)

Winfield € Page (R)
Bess R Reed (R)

E C Ammerman (D)

Joseph Iten (R)

Edward J Foley (D)
Walter Freshman (D)
Robert G Dwyer (D)
James Mountain (D)

Lloyd Barnard (D)

John M Schiltz (R)
George R Pierce (R)
Charles L Crist (R)



